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Welcome to New CoC State Chairs

Makesha Miggins, MD, FACS                Jason P. Wilson, MD, MBA, FACS            Victor Zaydfudim, MD, FACS
South Texas State Chair                Virginia State Co-Chair                Virginia State Co-Chair



CoC Update
• Monthly CLP and Accreditation Site Visit List
• Post-Town Hall Communications
• 2025 State Chair Activity Report
• 2025 CoC Research Paper Competition
• Upcoming Meetings:

• 2025 ACS Cancer Conference: March 12-14 in Phoenix, AZ
• CoC Fall Meetings: October 4 in Chicago, IL (tentative)
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Engaging With Your State 
Cancer Coalition



HowWere StateCancer Coalitions 
Established?

• The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
established the National Comprehensive Cancer
Control Program in 1998

• CDC’s NCCCP provides funds, guidance, and technical 
assistance to help cancer control coalitions implement 
effective and sustainable state/tribal/territorial plans
to prevent and control cancer.
o All 50 states and the District of Columbia.
o 8 U.S.-associated Pacific islands/territories.
o 7 tribes and tribal organizations.
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Where are state coalitions “housed”?

• Usually run out of a state health department
• Two fulltime staff

• Yet some state health depts sub-contract part of
their grant award to another entity to help run the
coalition
o An existing non-profit or University -- the coalition

is just one part of what that organization does
o Or to a stand alone 501c3 Cancer Coalition, which

gets funding from multiple sources
o Average CDC NCCCP award is around

$350K/state…
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Coalitions of Multisector Partners
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Treatment

Palliative 
Care and 

Survivorship

Goals 
Objectives 
Strategies

Goals 
Objectives 
Strategies

Goals 
Objectives 
Strategies
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Strategies

StateCancer Plans are the driving force
behind “Comprehensive Cancer Control”

Data / Health Equity / Research / Evidence Based / Evaluation / Stakeholder Support



• Common types of cancer in its communities 
(places where a certain cancer is diagnosed 
more often than in the rest of the country, state, 
or territory).

• Things that can lead to cancer in the area (for 
instance, sun exposure in places that have a lot 
of sunny days each year, or lack of physical 
activity in communities without parks and places 
to walk or bike).

Every State Cancer Plan is Different



• Common types of cancer in its communities 
(places where a certain cancer is diagnosed 
more often than in the rest of the country, state, 
or territory).

• Things that can lead to cancer in the area (for 
instance, sun exposure in places that have a lot 
of sunny days each year, or lack of physical 
activity in communities without parks and places 
to walk or bike).

Every Cancer Plan is Different



• Cancer Coalitions can….
– Increase chronic disease coordination – tobacco, 

nutrition, physical activity, sun safety
– Increase CRC screening rates through campaigns like

“80% in Every Community”
– Increase HPV vaccination rates
– Advocate for partners’ collaboration on diagnosis,

treatment
– Support and expand cancer survivorship programs
– Focus efforts on long-lasting changes – policies and 

systems

Successes!



ACOSCoC ispart of a national support 
system for Cancer Coalitions!
Comprehensive Cancer Control National Partnership (CCCNP)



• Get the big picture of cancer in your state (data, 
services, reports)

• Get to know others that care about and are 
implementing cancer efforts in your communities

• Help pass state and local policies
• Be a liaison between the coalition and your state’s 

CLP’s and accredited programs
• Increased visibility for your health system
• Learn about resources that could help your facility

Why Get Involved as a StateChair?



Resource 
Development 
&Promotion

Cancer Planning

CRC Mortality 
Disparities

Host bi-monthly 
webinars on timely 
cancer control topics

At-A-Glance 
Screening Briefs

Topical 
Learning 
Communities

Facilitative 
Leadership 
for Cancer 
Coalitions

14-week Intensive 
skill-building 
training series for 
grantees

American Cancer Society
Comprehensive Cancer Control Initiatives

Timely &
relevant
webinars



• Medical advisor
• Coalition leadership
• Workgroup member
• Share clinical perspectives
• Testify to elected officials
• Speaker
• Open doors to system change efforts

RolesYouCan Play



• Check out your State Cancer Plan 
https://www.cdc.gov/comprehensive-
cancer-control/about/programs.html

• Be on the lookout for an email from Melissa 
Leeb, connecting you with you with your 
state’s comprehensive cancer control 
coalition staff person.

• Reach out to your regional American Cancer
Society colleague! https://acs4ccc.org/acs-
ccc-resources/acs-regional-partners/

FirstStepsToTake

https://www.cdc.gov/comprehensive-cancer-control/about/programs.html
https://www.cdc.gov/comprehensive-cancer-control/about/programs.html
https://acs4ccc.org/acs-ccc-resources/acs-regional-partners/
https://acs4ccc.org/acs-ccc-resources/acs-regional-partners/


Thank you!

Let’shear from your 
colleagues…



NCDB Data Tools Demonstration

Aaron Bleznak, MD, FACS
Chair, CoC Accreditation Committee



Background with CoC

• Cancer Liaison Physician   20 years
• State Chair, Pennsylvania   3 terms
• Chair, Committee on Cancer Liaison  6 years
• Site Reviewer     14 years
• Chair, Accreditation Committee  Current





























































Open Forum



facs.org/quality-programs/cancer-programs/ ACS Cancer Programs @AmColSurgCancer

Thank you!
Questions?

Melissa Leeb: mleeb@facs.org
Rebecca Medina: rmedina@facs.org

mailto:mleeb@facs.org
mailto:rmedina@facs.org
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