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Why is this topic important? 

➢ Cancer screening has been significantly curtailed
➢ In person screening events have been discouraged due to safety concerns
➢ More cancer deaths will occur if we cannot make up for screening deficits
➢ Screening can resume safely in most, if not all, facilities
➢ Now is the time to get back to pre-Covid screening rates
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Goal:  Accelerate Return To Screening

➢ These are elective; you do not have to participate
➢ These are intended to use existing guidelines, messaging and toolkits 

to assist programs in getting patients back to screening
➢ Can fulfill compliance with CoC Standards 8.3; 7.3; and 9.1  
➢ Can fulfill compliance with NAPBC Standards 6.1; 3.2; 4.1 

Commission on Cancer
American Cancer Society
National Accreditation for Breast Centers

Collaboration
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Who can participate?
• Any CoC- or NAPBC- accredited program (or associated screening facility) 

How do I get started?
• Read the PDSA and/or Clinical Study materials:

✓ Project and Clinical Study Details
• Decide on whether you want to participate in the:

✓ Screening Interventions 
✓ PDSA
✓ Clinical Study

• Follow the Instructions and Complete the three FORMS as you do your work
✓ For the PDSA – Keep on hand and file with PRQ for future accreditation
✓ Submit Forms for the Clinical Study (IRB and REDCap survey are pending)

Where do I turn for FAQs?
✓ FAQ on Return to Screening PDSA/Clinical Research Study

Return To Screening Clinical Study
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➢ Patient Reminders 
Individual patient outreach by healthcare providers
Hospital-wide patient outreach

➢ Patient Education 
One-on-One Education 
Group Education 

➢ Small Media 
Dissemination of guideline and messaging information to patients across hospital system 
Dissemination of guideline and messaging information across community sites 
Social media posts and/or press releases
Collaboration with local community group leaders to reach vulnerable populations at risk for screening disparities

➢ Provider Awareness & Education 
Dissemination of guideline and messaging information to primary care practitioners (defined by institution)
Dissemination guideline and messaging information to specialists (defined by institution)

➢ Provider Reminder/Recall 
Reminders sent to health care providers 

➢ Provider Assessment/Feedback 
Interventions aimed at evaluating provider performance in delivering or offering screening to patients  

➢ Increase Community Access 
Reduce Socioeconomic Barriers 
Reduce Structural Barriers 
Reduce Economic Barriers 

➢ Other interventions: Evidence-Based Interventions for Cancer Screening from the Community Guide

Proposed Interventions for Return to Screening
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Study protocol reviewed by a third-party institutional review board (IRB) 
• Determined to be exempt from IRB oversight

Why is this the case?
• This study does not involve experimentation on human subjects, but 

rather dissemination and implementation of institutional best practices
• No individual or identifiable patient data is collected
• Therefore the risk to patients is negligible

IRB Approval and Logistics
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What does this mean for my site?
Typically, no additional review is necessary; follow local research practices

Although this study is IRB-exempt, data collection and storage is still safe 
and secure
• REDCap is a secure data entry portal
• All data will be maintained on secured ACS servers
• Data access will be limited to the study team

IRB Approval and Logistics
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Each site must identify a principal investigator (PI)

• Responsible for leading the project at your site

• Ensures collection of accurate data

• Each site PI will be receive authorship credit on eventual 
publication of study data

Principal Investigator
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Who can be a PI?
• Cancer liaison physician
• Cancer committee member or chair
• Research coordinator
• Other

This is an IRB-exempt study and the PI will not be involved in 
consenting patients or conducting human subjects research.
Following your local institutional research practices is advised.

Principal Investigator
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The site PI is expected to be engaged in the project
• Organizing the site’s study team
• Ensuring that efforts are made to successfully implement 

interventions
• Determining how to obtain the necessary data at their 

institution
• Ensuring that data is accurate and is submitted in a timely 

fashion

PI Expectations
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Questions? 
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Breast: https://redcap.link/breastscreening

Colorectal: https://redcap.link/colonscreening

Lung: https://redcap.link/lungscreening

Cervical: https://redcap.link/cervicalcancerscreening
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Please double 
check whether 
you are filling out 
the correct form 
(specific to 
disease site) 
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Scenario 1: Screening Gap > 10% 
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Scenario 2: Screening Gap < 10% 
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Scenario 3: Pandemic Rate > Pre-Pandemic
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Scenario 4: Pandemic Rate = Pre-Pandemic
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