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STATE AFFAIRS WORKGROUP
Arnold Baskies, MD, FACS (NJ); Ali Kasraeian, MD, FACS (FL); Kevin Koo, MD, FACS (MN); David Santos, MD, FACS (TX); and Kelly Swords, MD, FACS (CA). The Workgroup plays a critical role in identifying state advocacy priorities, setting new policy objectives, and evaluating state advocacy grant applications among other duties. 

ACS STATE AFFAIRS PRIORITY ISSUES

· Trauma System Funding and Development
· Cancer Screening, Testing, and Treatment
· Insurance and Administrative Burden
· Professional Liability
· Criminalization of Physician Care
· Access to Surgical Care
· Health Equity


For more information regarding ACS State Affairs Policy Priorities in your state, please contact Catherine Hendricks, State Affairs Manager, at chendricks@facs.org or Cory Bloom, State Affairs Associate, at cbloom@facs.org. To view a complete list of bills ACS State Affairs is tracking, visit our online State Legislative Tracker.

ACS GRANT PROGRAM
State Chapters are eligible to apply for ACS State Advocacy Grants and may use funds towards their annual state advocacy day, to hire a lobbyist, or other relevant advocacy functions such as travel costs for members, catering, venue rentals, printing, and more. To learn more information regarding the ACS State Advocacy Grants, apply here. 

STATE ADVOCACY DAYS
California: April 9, Sacramento, California

STATUS OF LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS
State legislative session dates can be found here.

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
ARKANSAS 
HB 1429 – Cancer
Introduced by Representative Matthew Shepard (R), HB 1429 allows mammography interpreting physicians to be available via telecommunication rather than on-site. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Health, Welfare, and Labor Committee. 

HB 1700 – Prior Authorization
Introduced by Representative Brandon Achor (R), HB 1700 removes the name of the reviewing physician from adverse determination notices while disclosing their telephone number; a reviewing physician must disclose their name and license information to a health care professional appealing a determination. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Insurance and Commerce Committee. 

CONNECTICUT
HB 7120 – Cancer
Introduced by the Joint Committee on Public Safety and Security, HB 7120 establishes a one-year pilot program to reimburse firefighters for cancer screenings. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Joint Committee on Public Safety and Security.

HB 7135 – Criminalization of Health Care
Introduced by the Joint Committee on Judiciary, HB 7135 provides legal protections to health care professionals who provide reproductive and gender-affirming services; prohibits the denial of licenses, to health care professionals based on disciplinary actions from other states related solely to the provision of these services; prevents institutions and insurers from taking adverse actions against health care professionals for similar reasons. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Joint Committee on Judiciary.

HB 7200 – STOP THE BLEED®
Introduced by the Public Safety and Security Committee, HB 7200 requires bleeding control training and kit installation in state-owned buildings; integrates bleeding control training into existing requirements for police officers and firefighters. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Public Safety and Security Committee. 

FLORIDA
HB 1231 – Insurance
Introduced by Representative Dean Black (R), HB 1231 prohibits health insurers from mandating credit card payments as the sole method of payment; physicians must consent to payment by electronic fund transfers; insurers are prohibited from charging fees for payments made through transfers unless the physician consents to the fees; insurers may not deny claims previously authorized. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Insurance and Banking Committee.

HB 1335 – Cancer
Introduced by Representative Karen Gonzalez Pittman (R), HB 1335 requires health insurers to provide no cost-sharing coverage for colorectal cancer screening tests, procedures, and exams. The bill was introduced in the House and filed.

HB 1341 – Scope of Practice
Introduced by Representative Karen Gonzalez Pittman (R), HB 1341 prohibits non-physician practitioners from using specialist titles unless formally recognized; violations are considered unlicensed practice of medicine. The bill was introduced in the House and filed.

HB 1347 – Cancer
Introduced by Representative Taylor Yarkosky (R), HB 1347 establishes a cancer research network to collect detailed patient data to evaluate outcomes, with an emphasis in rural and underserved areas; an online best practices repository will be created. The bill was introduced in the House and filed.

HB 1417 – Student Loans
Introduced by Representative Bruce Antone (D), HB 1417 establishes a scholarship and grant program for first-generation medical students in the state; allocates $10 million to the fund. The bill was introduced in the House and read.

HB 1603 – Insurance
Introduced by Representative Dotie Joseph (D), HB 1603 provides universal health care coverage to all state residents; covered benefits would be provided with no cost-sharing. The bill was introduced in the House and filed.

HB 1605 – Insurance
Introduced by Representative Dotie Joseph (D), HB 1605 creates a health fund to implement the state health plan; the fund received premiums and other revenue sources; mandates all claims for health care services be made to the fund. The bill was introduced in the House and filed.

SB 424 – Office-Based Surgery
Introduced by Senator Don Gaetz (R), SB 424 prohibits physicians from performing level II or level III surgeries on immediate family members in an office setting unless no reasonable alternative is available; "immediate family member" is defined as a parent, spouse, child, or sibling; forbids altering consent forms after they have been signed or after sedatives have been administered; mandates all health care professionals involved in office surgeries be certified in advanced cardiac life support every two years; adverse events must be reported to the department of health within 48 hours. The bill was introduced in the Senate and filed.

SB 648 – Bariatric Surgery
Introduced by Senator Ana Rodriguez (R), SB 648 requires Medicaid to provide coverage for bariatric surgery. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Health Policy Committee. 

SB 1370 – Certificate of Need
Introduced by Senator Jay Trumbull (R), SB 1370 creates a certificate of need requirement for all ambulatory surgical centers to obtain a license from the state; criminal and administrative penalties for operating without a license with fines up to $25,000 per violation per day. The bill was introduced in the Senate and filed.

SB 1526 – Insurance
Introduced by Senator Gayle Harrell (R), SB 1526 prohibits health insurers from mandating credit card payments as the sole method of payment; physicians must consent to payment by electronic fund transfers; insurers are prohibited from charging fees for payments made through transfers unless the physician consents to the fees; insurers may not deny claims previously authorized. The bill was introduced in the Senate and filed.

SB 1540 – Scope of Practice
Introduced by Senator Jay Collins (R), SB 1540 allows physician assistants to practice independently in a rural area after completing 3,000 clinical practice hours in the past five years; mandates professional liability coverage of at least $100,000/$300,000; prohibits surgical procedures deeper than subcutaneous tissue. The bill was introduced in the Senate and filed.

SB 1542 – Cancer
Introduced by Senator Jay Trumbull (R), SB 1542 requires health insurers to provide no cost-sharing coverage for colorectal cancer screening tests, procedures, and exams. The bill was introduced in the Senate and was filed.

SB 1578 – Cancer
Introduced by Senator Tracie Davis (D), SB 1578 requires health insurers and Medicaid to cover annual mammograms and supplemental breast cancer screenings for women aged 25 and older. The bill was introduced in the Senate and filed.

SB 1648 – Student Loan
Introduced by Senator Tracie Davis (D), SB 1648 establishes a scholarship and grant program for first-generation medical students in the state; allocates $10 million to the fund. The bill was introduced in the Senate and was filed.

SB 1670 – Insurance
Introduced by Senator Carlos Smith (D), SB 1670 establishes a task force to design a universal health care system. The bill was introduced in the Senate and filed.

SB 1752 – Insurance
Introduced by Senator Kristen Arrington (D), SB 1752 provides universal health care coverage to all state residents; covered benefits would be provided with no cost-sharing. The bill was introduced in the Senate and filed.

GEORGIA
HR 416 – Trauma ADOPTED
Introduced by Representative Lee Hawkins (R), HB 416 recognizes February 26 as Trauma Awareness Day. The bill was introduced in the House and adopted February 26.

SB 307 – Licensure
Introduced by Senator Nabilah Parkes (D), SB 307 requires all physicians to take one hour of maternal health training in their continuing medical education. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Hopper.

IOWA
HSB 266 – Cancer
Introduced by the Senate State Government Committee, HSB 266 requires public employers to provide cancer screening coverage to full-time firefighters, police, and emergency medical service providers; the state will reimburse political subdivisions for the costs of the screenings. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the State Government Committee.

SF 467 – Scope of Practice
Introduced by Senator Kara Warme (R), SF 467 establishes a licensure process for anesthesiologist assistants (AA); specifies AAs must work under the supervision of an anesthesiologist; supervising anesthesiologist must be immediately available to intervene when needed. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the State Government Committee.

KENTUCKY
HB 421 – Cancer
Introduced by Representative Amy Neighbors (R), HB 421 requires health insurers to provide no cost-sharing colorectal cancer screenings. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Committee on Committees.  

MAINE
LD 784 – Cancer
Introduced by Senator Donna Bailey (D), LD 784 requires health insurance coverage for first responders; have access to medically accepted cancer tests. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Health Coverage, Insurance, and Financial Services Committee.

MINNESOTA
SF 2075 – Insurance
Introduced by Senator Alice Mann, SF 2075 requires health insurers to cover the management and treatment of obesity, including behavior and lifestyle treatment, metabolic and bariatric surgery, and approved obesity medications. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Commerce and Consumer Protection Committee.

MISSOURI
HB 1561 – Trauma Centers
Introduced by Representative Sherri Gallick (R), HB 1561 prohibits the denial of trauma center designation based solely on the distance between centers; hospitals can be designated without a site review if they are verified by a national body. The bill was introduced in the House and read a second time.

HB 1567 – Scope of Practice
Introduced by Representative Bishop Davidson (R), HB 1567 makes changes to the collaborative practice arrangements between physicians and physician assistants (PA); PAs can perform physical exams and assist in surgeries; PAs are allowed to prescribe Schedule III, IV, and V; Schedule II hydrocodone limited to a 120-hour supply without refill; physician is allowed to supervise up to six full-time equivalent PAs and advanced practice nurses. The bill was introduced in the House and read the first time.

HRJ 97 – Criminalization
Introduced by Representative Don Mayhew (R), HRJ 97 provides penalties for performing abortions, including civil liabilities and criminal charges, such as class D felonies for performing partial-birth or late-term abortions without medical necessity; protects individuals and facilities from legal action for refusing to participate in abortion procedures. The bill was introduced in the House and read a second time.

SB 811 – Prior Authorization
Introduced by Senator Jill Carter (R), SB 811 prohibits health insurers from revoking prior authorization for a drug prescribed for the management of a chronic condition. The bill was introduced in the Senate and read.

MONTANA
HB 686 – Licensure
Introduced by Senator Daniel Zolnikov (R), HB 686 moves physician assistant licensing from the medical board to the department of labor and industry. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Business and Labor Committee. 

SB 422 – Step Therapy
Introduced by Senator Ellie Boldman (D), SB 422 mandates health insurers cover Food and Drug Administration approved drugs for the treatment of advanced metastatic cancer without requiring patients to try and fail other drugs first. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Business, Labor, and Economic Affairs Committee. 

NORTH CAROLINA
H 297 – Cancer
Introduced by Representative Mary Belk (D), H 297 requires health insurers to provide coverage for diagnostic, screening, and supplemental examinations for breast cancer. The bill was filed in the House and is pending introduction. 

NORTH DAKOTA
SB 2280 – Prior Authorization
Introduced by Senator Scott Meyer (R), SB 2280 requires prior authorization (PA) review entities to make their requirements available online and notify health care professionals of any changes within 60 days; adverse determinations must be made by a licensed professional with relevant experience; non-urgent denials must be made within seven days, non-urgent denials must be within 72 hours; prohibits PA for emergency medical services; requires annual reporting to insurance commissioner on PA requests and outcomes. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Industry and Business Committee.

NEVADA
AB 319 – Licensure
Introduced by Assemblymember David Orentlicher (D), AB 319 eliminates expedited licensure by endorsement, except for those affiliated with the armed forces; requires physicians who have not practiced for 24 months or more to demonstrate their competency to practice medicine; physicians who received their medical education in foreign countries whose medical standards are determined equivalent by the board are licensed the same as a person who was educated in the United States or Canada; revises the amount of postgraduate education a resident physician must have completed to receive a license; provides for a volunteer license for retired physicians to continue practicing as volunteers. 

NEW YORK
A 6051 – Workplace Violence
Introduced by Assemblymember Carrie Woerner (D), A 6051 adds physicians and other health care professionals to existing state assault law; covers health care professionals when performing their duties. The bill was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Codes Committee.

A 6245 – Professional Liability
Introduced by Assemblymember Amanda Septimo (D), A 6245 protects individuals involved in utilization review plans and quality of care evaluations from liability for actions taken within their roles; proceedings, records, and reports related to reviews are not subject to disclosure, except as otherwise provided by law, including protecting individuals from being compelled to testify about what occurred during such meetings. The bill was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Higher Education Committee.

A 6475 – Cancer
Introduced by Assemblymember Amanda Septimo (D), A 6475 requires health insurers to provide no cost-sharing coverage for genetic screenings to detect ovarian and prostate cancer. The bill was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Insurance Committee. 

S 5710 – Prior Authorization
Introduced by Senator James Skoufis (D), S 5710 establishes a mechanism for health care professionals to submit prior authorization requests directly to the medical indemnity fund, ensuring prompt processing, and administrative review of denials; plaintiffs must be informed of which health care costs are covered by the fund. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Health Committee.

S 5774 – Professional Liability
Introduced by Senator Michael Gianaris (D), S 5774 establishes penalties for the intentional destruction, mutilation or alteration of medical records; $1,000 per act, along with compensatory and punitive damages. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Judiciary Committee.

PENNSYLVANIA
SB 280 – Trauma Funding
Introduced by Senator Vincent Hughes (D), SB 280 provides a $8.6 million medical assistance appropriation to state trauma centers. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Appropriations Committee.

SB 340 – Professional Liability
Introduced by Senator David Argall (R), SB 340 requires a certificate of merit to be filed by the plaintiff’s attorney within 60 days of commencing the action; the certificate of merit must include contact information and curriculum vitae of the medical professional issuing the statement; experts providing testimony or statement must have an unrestricted medical license. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Judiciary Committee.

RHODE ISLAND
H 5862 – Prior Authorization
Introduced by Representative Joseph Solomon (D), H 5862 requires a health insurer to provide justification for any denial of a health care service authorized by an enrollee’s health care professional. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Health and Human Services Committee.

H 5903 – Professional Liability
Introduced by Representative Robert Craven (D), H 5903 repeals the collateral source rule, eliminating the possibility of reducing monetary damage awards to the plaintiff. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Judiciary Committee.

HR 5790 – Medicaid
Introduced by Representative Thomas Noret (D), HR 5790 proposes allocating $90 million to increase reimbursement rates for health care professionals within the Medicaid program. The resolution was introduced in the House and referred to the Finance Committee.

S 391 – STOP THE BLEED®
Introduced by Senator V. Susan Sosnowski (D), S 391 requires all public and private elementary and secondary schools provide and maintain trauma kits; at least one person trained in the use of the trauma kit must attend any school-sponsored activities; provides Good Samaritan protections. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Education Committee.

SB 392 – STOP THE BLEED®
Introduced by Senator David Tikoian (D), SB 392 requires schoolteachers to undergo training in emergency response skills, including bleeding control; grants Good Samaritan protection. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Education Committee.

SOUTH CAROLINA
S 393 – Scope of Practice
Introduced by Senator Jason Elliott (R), S 393 expands the scope of practice for optometrists to allow prescribing or using diagnostic and therapeutic pharmaceutical agents delivered by any route of administration; perform surgery where tissue is injected, cut, burned, frozen, sutured, epilated, vaporized, coagulated, or photodisrupted by the use of surgical instrumentation such as, but not limited to, a scalpel, cryoprobe, laser, electric cautery, or ionizing radiation. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Medical Affairs Committee.

TEXAS
HB 3415 – Scope of Practice
Introduced by Representative Salman Bhojani (D), HB 3415 requires health care professionals to use specific designations based on their qualifications and license; advertisements must include the health professional’s name and professional identification. The bill was introduced in the House and filed.

HB 3431 – Criminalization
Introduced by Representative Tony Tinderholt (R), HB 3431 amends state law to add a criminal penalty for the provision of gender transitioning procedures and treatments; violators under this section receive a state jail felony. The bill was introduced in the House and filed.

HB 3459 – Trauma Funding
Introduced by Representative Greg Bonnen (R), HB 3459 allocates 50 percent of state traffic fine revenue to the trauma facility and emergency medical services account. The bill was introduced in the House and filed.

HB 3472 – Informed Consent
Introduced by Representative Mike Olcott (R), HB 3472 requires health care professionals to obtain informed consent from their patients before providing any health care service; prohibits coercion; patients cannot face adverse actions or penalties for refusing health care services, including vaccines; health care professionals may face civil liability, with damages starting at $5,000. The bill was introduced in the House and filed.

SB 1747 – Cancer
Introduced by Senator Carol Alvarado (D), SB 1747 requires health insurers to provide no cost-sharing breast cancer screenings; includes diagnostic imaging and supplemental breast exams. The bill was introduced in the Senate and filed.

SR 198 – Cancer AGREED TO
Introduced by Senator Sarah Eckhardt (D), SR 198 designates March 2025 as colorectal cancer awareness month in the state. The bill was read and adopted in the Senate March 4.

VERMONT
H 31 – Prior Authorization ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Alyssa Black (D), H 31 requires health insurers to revise their prior authorization requirements to apply to health care services delivered outside the state. Governor Phil Scott (R) signed the bill into law March 5.

H 427 – Professional Liability
Introduced by Representative Gina Galfetti (R), H 427 caps pain and suffering damages at $250,000 per claimant; wrongful death damages are capped at $500,000 per claimant; punitive damages are capped at $200,000 or twice the total economic and noneconomic losses whichever is greater; create pre-trial screening panels to identify non-meritorious claims early. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Judiciary Committee.

H 433 – Insurance
Introduced by Representative Brian Cina (D), H 433 establishes a publicly financed health care program for state residents; provides for a phased implementation of covered services. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Health Care Committee.

WEST VIRGINIA
SB 606 – Cancer
Introduced by Senator Amy Grady (R), SB 606 requires patients to receive informational reports if the breast screening reveals dense breast tissue; dense breast tissue patients should be informed additional imaging tests may be beneficial. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Health and Human Resources Committee.
